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Airplane

Private; Single-engine Land

62

According  to  the  pilot,  he  was diverting to another airport, after attempting an instrument approach at his original destination. The
pilot  reported  that,  "  the  engine  started to sputter again, then quit. I was out of fuel." The pilot performed a forced landing to a
field, resulting in substantial damage. An examination of the airplane's systems, conducted by the FAA, revealed no anomalies.
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Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
The  pilot's  inadequate  in-flight  planning and decision making, and failure to refuel while en route, resulting in loss of engine power
during cruise due to fuel exhaustion. Contributing to the accident was the poor weather at the pilot's destination.

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         LOSS OF ENGINE POWER(TOTAL) - NONMECHANICAL
Phase of Operation:  CRUISE - NORMAL

Findings
     1.  (C) IN-FLIGHT PLANNING/DECISION - INADEQUATE - PILOT IN COMMAND
     2.  (C) FLUID,FUEL - EXHAUSTION
     3.  (C) REFUELING - NOT PERFORMED - PILOT IN COMMAND
     4.  (F) WEATHER CONDITION - BELOW APPROACH/LANDING MINIMUMS
----------

Occurrence #2:         FORCED LANDING
Phase of Operation:  DESCENT - EMERGENCY

Findings
     5.  TERRAIN CONDITION - GROUND

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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